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UPCOMING EVENTS

Monday 24 to 26 Feb
Portsea Camp

Wednesday 5 Feb
Prep entry assessments
NO SCHOOL FOR PREPS

Thursday 6 Feb
5/6 Summer Sports 

training starts

Wednesday 12 Feb
Prep entry assessments
NO SCHOOL FOR PREPS

Friday 14 Feb
5/6 Summer Interschool 

Sports 

Monday 17 Feb
Scholastic Book Club  

NOW DUE

Wednesday 19 Feb
Prep entry assessments
NO SCHOOL FOR PREPS

2020 TERM DATES

Term 1
28 Jan - 27 March

Term 2
14 April - 26 June

Term 3
13 July - 18 Sep

Term 4
5 Oct - 18 Dec
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Phone: 9465 4350 
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From the Principal

Welcome back everyone!
It was lovely to welcome all our students 
and families back last week. We have all 
been very impressed with how settled 
the students have been since their 
return, especially given the temperatures 
over the first two days. It makes us 
extremely excited about the year ahead 
and the learning these students will be 
capable of throughout the year.

Congratulations to our new preps on 
their positive start to the year. We are 
looking forward to getting to know them 
better over the days, weeks, months and 
years to come.

I would like to extend a very warm 
welcome to the new families who have 
joined our community. Remember if you 
have any concerns, please speak to your 
child’s teacher or to Scott Duncan 
(Assistant Principal) or to me.

Coronavirus Update
An additional challenge and concern for 
everyone at the start of the year has 
been the outbreak of the coronavirus in 
China. I would like to assure everyone 
that we are doing all we need to do to 
keep our students, families, staff and 
community safe and healthy. 

The Department of Education has been 
in regular contact with all schools to 
ensure we are following the latest advice 
from the Health authorities. As of 1 
February, any families who are in China 
on or after 1 February 2020, will need to 
keep their children at home for 14 days 
after their return to Australia.

I will continue to send updates via 
Compass, so please ensure you check 
each day for any updates.

Can I please ask families to remind their 
children of basic hygiene practices 
including: 
● washing their hands every time they 

have been to the toilet 
● washing their hands before eating 
● covering their mouth when sneezing 

or coughing by sneezing or coughing 
into their arm or a tissue.

These are things we should ALL do ALL 
the time, not just because of the 
coronavirus. I am always genuinely 
surprised when children come out of the 
toilet and say they haven’t washed their 
hands when questioned. This is a habit 
which needs to start before children start 
school and is something we ALL need to 
do for life to reduce the spread of germs.

I have included some posters from the 
Health Department which explains these 
processes in detail.

Department Communications
I have included detailed information for 
families from the Department of 
Education in relation to a number of 
important matters:

● Privacy Information in relation to 
the collection of data

● Student Insurance
● Personal Mobile Devices at 

school.

Leaders’ Badge Presentation
We will presenting the badges to our 
student leaders in Cyber Action Team, 
House Captains and Junior school Council 
at assembly on Monday 10 February. 
Notices will be sent home with leaders 
early this week so as many parents can 
attend this special event. Please join us 
for this special occasion.

Have a wonderful week!
Linda Richards
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LALOR EAST PRIMARY SCHOOL

PRIVACY INFORMATION for parents and carers

During the ordinary course of your child’s attendance at our school, school staff will collect your child’s personal 
and health information when necessary to educate your child, or to support your child’s social and emotional 
wellbeing or health in the school context. Such information will also be collected when required to fulfil a legal 
obligation, including duty of care, anti-discrimination law and occupational health and safety law. If that 
information is not collected, the school may be unable to provide optimal education or support to your child, or 
fulfil those legal obligations.

For example, health information may be collected through the school nurse, primary welfare officer or wellbeing 
staff member. If your child is referred to a specific health service at school, such as a Student Support Services 
officer, the required consent will be obtained. Our school also collects information provided by parents and carers 
through the School Entrance Health Questionnaire (SEHQ) and the Early Childhood Intervention Service (ECIS) 
Transition Form.

Our school may use online tools, such as apps and other software, to effectively collect and manage information 
about your child for teaching and learning purposes, parent communication and engagement; student 
administration; and school management purposes. When our school uses these online tools, we take steps to 
ensure that your child’s information is secure. If you have any concerns about the use of these online tools, 
please contact us.

School staff will only share your child’s personal or health information with other staff who need to know to 
enable the school to educate or support your child, or fulfil a legal obligation.

When our students transfer to another Victorian government school, personal and health information about that 
student will be transferred to that next school. Transferring this information is in the best interests of our 
students and assists that next school to provide optimal education and support to students.

In some limited circumstances, information may be disclosed outside of the school (and outside of the 
Department of Education and Training). The school will seek your consent for such disclosures unless the 
disclosure is allowed or mandated by law.

Our school values the privacy of every person. When collecting and managing personal and health information, 
all school staff must comply with Victorian privacy law. For more information about privacy including about how to 
access personal and health information held by the school about you or your child, see our school’s privacy 
policy: https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/schoolsprivacypolicy.aspx

 

Throughout this notice, ‘staff’ includes principals, teachers, Student Support Service officers, youth workers, 
social workers, nurses and any other allied health practitioners and all other staff at our school. This includes 
employees, agents and service providers (contractors) of the Department, whether paid or unpaid.

 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/schoolsprivacypolicy.aspx
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Personal Mobile Devices Policy

Late in 2019, the Minister for Education James Merlino, communicated the new requirements regarding 
personal devices for all students attending state schools starting from Term 1, 2020. 

In summary, if students choose to bring personal mobile devices to school, they must be handed in at 
the office when the child arrives at school for secure storage and can be collected from the office at the 
end of the day.

Students are NOT permitted to keep mobile devices in their school bags or to use them on school 
premises particularly in the toilets or school grounds.

To read the complete version of the Lalor East Primary School Personal Mobile Devices Policy go to our 
website, click the School tab and then Policies link or click this link.

Parents please take the time to review the policy and discuss it with your child so they are aware of the 
importance of this directive and consequences for not adhering to it.

A reminder that the school has no insurance for any personal devices stolen from a child’s bag.

Student insurance

Please be aware that our school discourages personal property being brought to school by students, 
staff, parents and visitors. This can include mobile phones, electronic games, calculators, toys, 
equipment, etc. The Department of Education and Training (DET) does not hold insurance for personal 
property brought to schools and will not pay for any loss or damage to such property. To avoid problems 
and disappointment please discourage children from bringing any unnecessary or valuable items to 
school.

Parents and guardians are reminded that the school does not provide personal accident insurance or 
ambulance cover for students. Parents and guardians of students, who do not have student accident 
insurance/ambulance cover, are responsible for paying the cost of medical treatment for injured 
students, including the cost of ambulance attendance/transport and any other transport costs.

http://www.laloreastps.vic.edu.au/test/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/LEPS-Personal-Mobile-Devices-Policy-September-2019.pdf


Situation
The Department of Health and Human Services is working closely with the Victorian health sector, 
Commonwealth and international agencies to respond appropriately to the outbreak of a novel coronavirus 
in mainland China.

This is a rapidly changing situation. Please go to: https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/novelcoronavirus for updates.

At this time, there have been confirmed cases in Victoria. If you think you may have novel coronavirus, please 
call the dedicated hotline 1800 675 389. This hotline is serviced by Nurse-on-Call. Please keep Triple Zero 
(000) for emergencies.

What is novel coronavirus?
Coronaviruses a large family of viruses that cause illness ranging from the common cold to more severe 
diseases such as MERS-CoV and Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS-CoV).

This novel coronavirus (2019-nCoV) is a new strain that has not been previously identified in humans.

Coronaviruses are zoonotic, meaning they are transmitted between animals and people. Several known 
coronaviruses are circulating in animals that have not yet infected humans.

Am I at risk?
Australian health authorities have declared the people at highest risk of developing novel coronavirus are:

•      People who have travelled from mainland China to Australia since 1 February 2020

•      People who have traveled to Hubei Province, China in the past 14 days

•      Close contacts of confirmed cases of novel coronavirus

•      People who have attended a healthcare facility in China in the past 14 days.

Who is most at risk of infection with this novel coronavirus?
Some people will not get sick at all, some will get mild symptoms from which they will recover easily, and 
others may become very ill quite quickly. Because this is such a new infection, little is known about why 
some get sick while others do not, and in whom there is a greater or lesser risk of serious infection.

Experience tells us that people with compromised immune systems, the very old and young and those with 
diagnosed heart and lung conditions are most at risk of developing complications if they contract an 
infection like this.

Healthcare workers are potentially at risk of infection if they are in close contact with a case of novel 
coronavirus infection. As a precaution, advice has been provided to healthcare workers on simple steps to 
reduce the risk of transmission. It is important to regularly wash your hands. Healthcare workers should 
wear a simple mask, gown and gloves when assessing people who might have 2019-nCoV.

What are the symptoms of novel coronavirus?
People with 2019-nCoV are most likely to have a fever, and may have respiratory symptoms like a sore 
throat, runny nose, cough or shortness of breath. While most people do have a fever, not all cases have 
reported this symptom. More information is coming to light as people are identified with this new infection, 
so advice may change over time.

Novel coronavirus (2019-nCoV)
Factsheet for the Victorian public

Last updated: 1 February 2020

https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/novelcoronavirus


How does novel coronavirus spread?
Health authorities around the world believe the virus is spread from cases to close contacts, such as 
members of the same household. There is evidence that people are infectious before they begin to show 
symptoms of the virus.

What areas are a risk for novel coronavirus?
The situation is changing rapidly as more people are identified with this infection. At the current time, most 
cases are occurring in people who have travelled from mainland China since 1 February 2020. It also includes 
anyone who was in Hubei Province, China in the past 14 days. If other cities, areas or countries become a 
significant risk, the department will update public information.

What is the Victorian Government doing about this problem?
Victoria has a world-class hospital system that is well-prepared and rehearsed to deal with an escalation of 
cases of any infectious disease. 

The Department has long-established plans and processes in place to respond to pandemics or outbreaks.

The Victorian Department of Health and Human Services is working with health authorities across Australia 
and the world to monitor and track the situation.

The Australian Government has announced travel restrictions and has advised that visitors from mainland 
China who are not Australian citizens or permanent residents, or their families will not be allowed entry into 
Australia. The Australian Government has also recommended that Australians should not travel to mainland 
China at the current time.

The department has provided health services, health professionals and GPs with detailed guidelines on how to 
protect themselves while assessing and testing patients suspected of having novel coronavirus.

 A Victorian Chief Health Officer Alert on the issue was first issued to health professionals on 10 January with 
regular updates from Victoria and the Commonwealth.

What should I do if I recently returned from mainland China?
People in the following groups are advised to self-isolate at home:

● People who were in Hubei Province until 14 days after they were last in Hubei Province;
● People who were in mainland China on or after 1 February 2020 until 14 days after they were last in 

mainland China;
● Close contacts of confirmed cases until 14 days after last close contact with the confirmed case.

Can my child go to school?
Exclusion from school/childcare: In accordance with national public health guidelines and current information 
about the coronavirus from the Commonwealth Chief Medical Officer and the World Health Organization, the 
following staff and students should self-isolate and are excluded from childcare and school:

● People who were in Hubei Province until 14 days after they were last in Hubei Province;
● People who were in mainland China on or after 1 February 2020 until 14 days after they were last in 

mainland China;
● Close contacts of confirmed cases until 14 days after last close contact with the confirmed case.

Novel coronavirus (2019-nCoV)
Factsheet for the Victorian public continued



If you or your child feels sick and is within one of the three groups above:
● Seek medical attention - but first place a mask on the student if you have one and call the doctor or 

hospital before you go and tell them your child has been in mainland China or has had close contact 
with a confirmed case if that applies.

● Advise the hospital or doctor’s clinic that your child has recently been in mainland China and ensure a 
mask is placed on your child before or as soon as you arrive at the medical facility.

● Call 000 and request an ambulance if your child has severe symptoms, such as shortness of breath, 
and inform the paramedics that the patient has been in mainland China.

How do we treat the 2019-nCoV infections?
There is no specific treatment for disease caused by novel coronavirus. However, many of the symptoms can 
be treated and therefore treatment will be based on the patient’s clinical condition.

How do I protect myself and my family?
The best way to protect yourself and your family is to pay attention to good hand and respiratory hygiene.

Cover your mouth and nose when coughing and sneezing with a tissue, or cough into your elbow, dispose of 
the tissue into a bin and then wash your hands afterwards. Wash your hands regularly, after using the toilet 
and before eating.

If you have concerns about your health, please see your doctor.

Healthcare workers are recommended to consistently apply appropriate infection prevention control measures 
(standard precautions) when looking after patients.

Do I need to wear a face mask?
Face masks are not recommended for use by members of the public in Victoria for the prevention of infections 
like novel coronavirus. Should any health professional be required to treat a suspected or confirmed case, they 
will be supported by following standard infection control guidelines.

Where can I find out more information?

For Victorian updates to the current incident, go to: https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/novelcoronavirus

For national updates: https://www.health.gov.au/news/latest-information-about-novel-coronavirus

For international updates: https://www.who.int/westernpacific/emergencies/novel-coronavirus

WHO resources  https://www.who.int/health-topics/coronavirus

Novel coronavirus (2019-nCoV)

Factsheet for the Victorian public continued

https://www.health.gov.au/news/latest-information-about-novel-coronavirus
https://www.who.int/westernpacific/emergencies/novel-coronavirus
https://www.who.int/health-topics/coronavirus
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Office hours 8:30am - 4:00pm 

Essentials Resources Book Packs
Thank you to the many families who have already paid 
for their child's Essential Resource Book Packs. These 
are crucial funds which enables our school to fully 
resource all of our wonderful programs.  Please 
finalise payments promptly.

Payment/Permission notes
Parents are reminded that payment for school 
incursions and excursions need to be handed to the 
classroom teacher, also please add your child’s full 
name/surname when filling out the permission notes, 
just to ensure correct allocation of payments. Also, 
you can place multiple payments in the one payment 
envelope!  

Payments can be made by the following:
Cash - envelope at office and given to child’s teacher
EFT/Credit Card - payable at the school office

Student Banking commences 
Parents please ensure that the deposit slip is fully 
completed by you e.g. name, account number, student 
number and amount as we are unable to process 
payments with incomplete information.

OFFICE NEWS

BREAKFAST CLUB

Breakfast Club is open each morning from 8:30 to 
9:00 am in the Multipurpose Centre (Hall) foyer.  We 
provide a FREE breakfast of toast, cereal and fresh 
fruit for students and their family.  So come along 
and enjoy a nourishing breakfast before school 
begins. 

We thank and appreciate the ongoing support from 
Foodbank Victoria, Bakers Delight Mernda Village, 
Christina Bakery, Semper Dental and FareShare.

Amanda Einsiedel
Breakfast Club Coordinator

 
 

Gates
Parents are reminded the school gates are locked at 
9:15am and unlocked at 3:20pm.  Our Year 6 students 
do their best to ensure these times are adhered to.  
We ask parents to please be patient if the monitors 
are a couple of minutes late in getting around to 
unlocking the gates in the afternoon.
 
Student drop off and early pick up
Please make sure your child gets to school on time by 
8:55am. If students are late you must walk in with 
your child and sign in at the kiosk before taking them 
to their classroom. It is very disruptive for students 
and the classroom when children arrive late. Parents 
must  also sign students out at the kiosk when leaving 
early.

Parking-5 minute drop off zone 
A reminder to all parents that the 5 minute drop off 
zone outside of the school grounds is being monitored 
by the City of Whittlesea Council. To avoid a parking 
infringement notice please ensure that you only use 
that parking stop for 5 minutes. 

Change of Details
If you have any change of address, phone numbers, 
work details or numbers, could you please let the 
office know.

Spare Uniform 
Please consider putting extra clothes in your child's 
bag in case of any accidents that might occur during 
the day as we do not supply change of clothes.

Hats
Hats and Sunsmart: as a ‘SUNSMART SCHOOL’ we 
need to ensure we wear hats from the 1st 
September  to 30 April 2020. Hats are available for 
purchase at the office for $16.00.

Student Asthma Medication
Students who require Asthma Medication during 
school hours need to supply their own individual 
Ventolin or Becotide puffers.  

Individual Spacers must also be provided for 
administering the medication.  The items ALL need 
to be named and will be stored in the sick bay.

It is a directive from the Department of School 
Education that students must supply their own 
medication and equipment.  

If you require an asthma action plan please see the 
office staff.

OFFICE NEWS
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Parent/Guardian Guide to 
Accessing Learning Tasks

This year the whole school  will be involved in a new reporting system and format which will involve   Learning 
Tasks. Learning Tasks allow teachers to report on your child’s performance progressively rather than waiting to 
provide information about your child’s progress at the end of each semester in a formal student report. Parents
have access to view completed learning tasks during terms 1, 2, 3 and 4 for all students.  

To make this process easier we have created a Parent/Guardian guide to locating your child’s Learning Tasks.

How to view your child’s Learning Tasks:
To view your child’s Learning Tasks log on to Compass. If you are unsure of your login details, please contact 
the school office during school hours on: 9465 4350

From the Compass ‘Home’ screen select the ‘Pencil’ menu option then select ‘Learning Tasks’ from the drop 
down menu. (See below) 

A list of Learning Tasks will be visible (similar to below). The number and type of Learning Tasks displayed will 
vary according to the curriculum areas taught in that semester. The curriculum areas taught are different in 
semester 1 to semester 2.

To view the details of a learning task click on its title. (See below)

The Feedback tab will allow you to see your child’s progress in this area of learning.  (See below)
                          

If you have any questions, concerns or feedback about the Learning Tasks, please contact your child’s 
classroom teacher, either via phone, email through Compass or make an appointment with the classroom  
teacher. 
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Student of the Week

Congratulations to the following students for receiving a 

Student of Week award yesterday at assembly ...
           

5/6 Kristian: Whole class

5/6 Jones: Zaid

5/6 Kassos/Aitken: Whole class
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Tuning in to Kids 
Emotionally Intelligent Parenting 

A six-session parenting program for parents of children aged 3 to 9 years 

Would you like to learn how to: 

● be better at talking with your child? 
● be better at understanding your child? 
● help your child learn to manage their 

emotions? 
● help to prevent behaviour problems in 

your child? 
● teach your child to deal with conflict? 

Feedback from previous participants: 

● “Really useful for parenting” 
● “This program was complete and 

helpful” 
● “Helped me to learn to be positive, 

calm” and “helped me and my kids to 
be more settled and emotionally 
happy” 

● “My children are positively responding 
to changes” 

 Tuning in to Kids shows you how to help your child develop emotional intelligence. Children with higher 
emotional intelligence: 

● are more resilient - this means change and stress are easier to deal with 
● are more aware, assertive and strong in situations of peer pressure 
● have greater success with making friends and are more able to manage conflict with peers 
● are more able to cope when upset or angry 
● have greater career success - Emotional intelligence may be a better predictor of academic and career 

success than IQ! 

Evidence shows that the earlier the intervention the greater the impact - it's never too early to learn 
how to better connect with your child and teach them important life skills! 

Where: Berry Street Northern Office, 677 The Boulevard, Eaglemont 
When: Wednesdays 10.30am - 12.30pm, 19 February to 25 March 

* Please note we are unable to offer childcare 
Contact: Camilla Evans (9487 7770) or Candice Hona (9450 4783) from Family Services 
Parking: 

● Unlimited parking on The Boulevard (sealed road becomes gravel) 
● Unlimited parking in Yarra Flats Park (entry opposite Berry Street driveway) 
● 2-hour parking on Glenard Drive West (behind Berry Street) 
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About the program
TheirCare provides a stimulating and safe environment for all children and an environment where 
children come and enjoy their time in their program. During sessions children develop life skills, 
friendships, confidence and creativity through play.

 
Lalor East Primary School has partnered with TheirCare to provide quality care, flexibility and 
commitment to deliver on our promise to your school community.

Operation Times       Fees* Out of Pocket Average^
Before School Care 7:00am – 8:45am $25.00 $9.41 - $25.00 $9.41

After School Care 3:30pm - 6:00pm $29.00 $6.73 - $29.00 $6.73

Pupil Free Day 7:00am – 6:00pm $60.00 $9.00 - $60.00 $9.00

Late Booking Within 48 hours $5.00 $5.00
Cancellation Fee                                                                                                                            
Cancellation Fee Same Day Full Fee See BSC/ASC

Service Phone Number: 0477 177 646 Your service coordinator will be available during session times. 
TheirCare support is available during office hours if required on 1300 072 410

How to Enrol
Visit TheirCare website: www.theircare.com.au and click on ‘Book Now’ in the top right hand 
corner to register your child’s details.

 
*Standard fees excluding incursion / excursion costs
^Based on ABS published average family income for the suburb the school is located

 

 

http://www.theircare.com.au/

