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Issue Number 09
From the Principal
Coronavirus (COVID19) update
The situation in relation to the
Coronavirus has been changing rapidly
over the weekend with the Premier of
Victoria, Daniel Andrews, announcing on
Sunday that the term 1 holidays would
begin early on Tuesday 24 March.
As you know, additional measures have
been put in place across the country to
reduce the spread of the virus. These
include keeping a social distance of 1.5
metres between people and limiting the
number of people gathering indoors to
under 100. The Department of Education
has arranged for additional cleaning
services across the day to keep on top
of cleaning.
The constantly changing situation with
regards to people accessing food and
other supplies and whether schools are
open or closed is taking its toll on
everyone and particularly our children.
It is difﬁcult for them to fully process
what is going on but they are aware of a
rise in the level of anxiety in those
around them.
I have included an article in this week’s
newsletter from the Parenting Ideas
team to provide additional ideas about
how families can support their children
during these challenging times, although
some of these ideas apply to adults as
well.
As adults, we also need to look after
ourselves so we can carry out our most
important tasks of looking out for
children and the elderly. Remember
children model what they see, so let’s all
be the best version of ourselves during
these challenging times. We will get
through this if we all stand united as a

23 March 2020
‘Family’ and not as individuals thinking
only of ourselves.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Monday 23 March
End of Term 1 for
students
3:30pm
Please note new
ﬁnishing date
Thursday 26 March
Science and Art
Learning Tasks go live
Student Reporting
Parent/Teacher Interviews have been
cancelled until further notice but staff will
continue to publish information about
student progress via Compass. The Music
Learning Task went live on Friday
afternoon and this week you will receive
feedback about your child’s progress in
Science and Art.

Term 2
Start date to be
conﬁrmed
Ofﬁce Hours
8:30am - 4:00pm

Building Update
There was an extra spring in everyone’s
step on Thursday and Friday with the
ofﬁcial arrival of the building team from
Rendine, the building company tasked
with the construction of our new
buildings.
Temporary fencing was erected on Friday
and trenching work was carried out over
the weekend to ensure we are able to
maintain our electricity, gas and water
services to the sections of the North and
South Buildings which will remain after
the demolition over the holidays. The
fencing will mean changes to how we
travel around our spaces but it is a good
problem to have.

2020 TERM DATES
Term 1
28 Jan - 27 March
Term 2
14 April - 26 June
Term 3
13 July - 18 Sep
Term 4
5 Oct - 18 Dec

Let the demolition begin!
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From the Principal continued . . .
HUGE Team effort
I would like to thank everyone who has helped out over the last two weeks particularly, to make sure we are
ready for demolition. As you can imagine, as a school, we have lots and lots of ‘stuff’ which we need to relocate
during demolition.
One of our big focusses last week was completing out Farewell to LEPS wall and pulling up carpet tiles to sell to
members of our community and store for future use for ourselves.
I am so impressed with our Grade 5-6 students who
willingly gave up their lunchtime several times this
week to help complete this task. 5-6 Kristian and Mr
Jones also provided valuable muscle power to help
us move all the carpet tiles to storage. Staff
including Kristian, Scott, Mr Alessi, Amanda and
Athena were also wonderful helpers at this time.
Special thanks to the lunch time ‘Carpet Crew’ . . . .

Linda Richards
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Leading the way for children during the Coronavirus pandemic
by Michael Grose
If you’re like me, the news of the Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic has your head spinning and your heart
pumping. That’s only natural as life as we know has taken a seismic shift in recent days.
International travel bans, cancellation of sporting and cultural events, shopping frenzies and talk of school
closures continue to dominate the airwaves. Terms such as social distancing, self-isolation and social
lockdowns have entered our vocabularies and may soon become part of our daily lives.
Coronavirus is having an unprecedented impact on our daily lives, and will probably do so for some time. While
keeping ourselves and children healthy and safe is our main concern, it’s also essential to address the
anxieties of children and young people during these changing times. Here are some ideas to help inform,
reassure and keep children and young people safe.
Build on what your children know
Children and young people have already been exposed to a great deal of information about coronavirus through
media, digital means and direct social contact. Their understanding will vary depending on their age and also
the quality of their information sources so you probably will need to help kids process what they already know.
Casual conversations with teenagers and older children can be useful ways to glean their understanding. You
could ask questions like “What are you hearing about Coronavirus? Is there anything you’re not sure about?”
Younger primary age children may need a more direct approach with parents addressing their speciﬁc concerns
without giving too much information that can overwhelm them.
Check your own thoughts and feelings
Check your own frame of mind and emotions about COVID-19 before talking to kids. Most children are astute
mood detectives and they’ll gauge their safety by the way you communicate with them. If you tell a child,
“You’ve got to wash your hands or you’ll get infected,” you are communicating your own anxieties, making it
difﬁcult for them to maintain a healthy state of mind. Have a think about how you can frame your instructions
and their importance in a way that doesn't heighten your child's anxieties.
Stay informed
It’s difﬁcult to work out fact from ﬁction, correct from incorrect, information from exaggeration when the news is
changing so fast. However, you need to educate yourself about the virus itself, including how it’s transmitted
and how to stay safe. Get information from trustworthy sources such as The Australian Government Health
Department website and the current federal government coronavirus information media campaign.
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Leading the way for children during the Coronavirus pandemic
by Michael Grose continued . . .
I
Stay informed
It’s difﬁcult to work out fact from ﬁction, correct from incorrect, information from exaggeration when the news is
changing so fast. However you need to educate yourself about the virus itself, including how it’s transmitted
and how to stay safe. Get information from trustworthy sources such as The Australian Government Health
Department website and the current federal government coronavirus information media campaign.
Answer questions truthfully
It’s important that parents and teachers answer children’s questions honestly in age-appropriate ways and
within context of what is happening at the given time. If their sport or hobby has been temporarily cancelled
empathise with their concerns, while helping them maintain a sense of perspective.
Initiate positive action
One way to reduce anxiety and allay children’s fears is to involve them in planning and preparation for their
personal and group safety. Positive activities such as maintenance of personal hygiene, greeting people with an
elbow tap and getting plenty of sleep can help restore a sense of control, that is so important for their
wellbeing.
Find refuge in rituals
Regular rituals such as mealtimes, bedtime stories and regular one-on-one time provide both an anchor to
normality and a sense of connection for kids at times of change. Consider reconstituting favoured family rituals
at this time if they have lapsed due to lack of time, or lifestyle frenzy.
Look outwards
In difﬁcult times there is a tendency to look inwards, which
is a natural protective strategy. The alternative is to
establish a sense of connection and community spirit by
focusing on generosity and togetherness. Help children
see past their own needs and look for ways to assist
others whether it’s shopping for an elderly neighbour,
helping a younger sibling occupy themselves, or planning
an indoor movie night for the whole family.

The Coronavirus presents many practical challenges to
parents and other important adults in the lives of kids.
Staying calm, keeping informed, and adjusting our own
habits are just some of the challenges we face. However,
a signiﬁcant challenge is one of personal leadership. That
is, during these difﬁcult times we need to be civil to each
other, look out for each other and be mindful of the
common good in everything we do. In this, we can all take
a signiﬁcant lead.
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LALOR EAST PRIMARY SCHOOL
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
We held our Annual General Meeting on Tuesday on Tuesday 17 March. The Annual Report which was
presented gave an overview of the school for 2019.
The report provided information about student progress based on teacher judgement and NAPLAN. It
also provided information about the results from the Student Attitudes to School, Parent Opinion and
Staff Surveys.
There were some positive results in our survey data, including those on the Parent Opinion Survey.
There are also areas on which we need to renew our focus to improve results including student
achievement on NAPLAN. It will be interesting to see how this plays out given NAPLAN has been
cancelled for 2020 due to the coronavirus.
The complete report will be made available on our website once it has been endorsed by our School
Council President and The Department.
Congratulations to our newly elected School Council President Elizabeth Bergin (mother of Chevelle)
and Vice President Carly Georgakopoulos (mother of Ruby and Zoe). Your enthusiasm is infectious.
This is Liz’s third year on School Council but she has been part of the Lalor East community for over
ﬁfteen years since her eldest son Bailey started at the school and continued with Holden and
Chevelle’s enrolment. Liz has supported the school through work on the fundraising committee and
has become very skilled at turning sausages at our sausage sizzles!
Carly only joined our community two years ago when she enrolled daughter Ruby and then Zoe at our
school. Carly has been an enthusiastic member of School Council and the fundraising Committee.
In other exciting news from the meeting, School Council voted unanimously in favour of co opting two
student representatives onto our group! Secondary schools are required to have student
representatives but primary schools are not. Given how extraordinary some of our student leaders
have been in the past, we are keen to provide additional avenues for student voice at our school and
feel including students on School Council is another positive step forward. More details regarding
how this will occur will be made available once schools resume normal operations in term 2.
2020 School Councillors:
Elizabeth Bergin President

Carly Georgakopoulos Vice President

Linda Richards
Executive Ofﬁcer

Linda Jovanovski

Nicole Mylas

Angela Shein

Zara Al Hasany

Talaheu (Tee) Pulini

Tess Safao

Vikram Sapra

Brad Jones (DET)

Scott Duncan (DET)

Mary Kassos (DET)

Hannah Sutherland (DET)
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This week 5/6
Kassos/Aitken took some
time out to focus on the
positives.

Here

are some of the things
we want to celebrate and are
grateful for. Maybe take some
time with your family to
celebrate some positives
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NUMERACY @ Home
Numeracy is necessary for everyday living. From daily activities like telling the time, cooking and
setting the table to more difﬁcult tasks such as understanding mobile phone plans, planning a trip,
reading a map and understanding timetables. As your child’s ﬁrst teacher, you play an important role in
helping develop their numeracy skills from an early age. The following are some resources to use at
different stages of numeracy development.

Resources for parents
Numeracy guide: numeracy at home
This interactive online guide:
●
explains the difference between numeracy and mathematics
●
helps your child to learn numeracy and mathematics at home
●
identiﬁes and talks about some common myths about maths
●
suggests helpful activities you can do with your child.
There are also a range of fun activities that you can try together based on your child’s interests and
experiences:
●
Birth to Level 2 suggestions for children up to about 8 years of age, including activities for
cooking, travelling, reading, shopping and exploring.
●
Levels 3 - 8 suggestions for children and early adolescents including numeracy in the kitchen,
travelling, reading, shopping, our neighbourhood, games and sports.
●
Levels 9 and 10 activities for young people including exploring sustainability, healthy living,
shopping, home improvements, gardening, travel and natural phenomena.

Additional resources, activities and supports
●
●
●
●

●
●
●
●

FUSE numeracy resources - a collection of informative and engaging online educational
resources to support numeracy and mathematics development.
Literacy and numeracy tips to help your child every day (pdf - 4.17mb) - tips to show families
and carers how they can help children develop the skills they need throughout primary school.
Numeracy @HOME - activities, tips, and information to support young children's maths learning
in everyday activities.
Made by maths app - real world mathematics - (created by the Mathematical Association of
Victoria) - explores the mathematical beauty of key landmarks, structures and architecture in
Melbourne.
Numeracy – families working it out together - helps families and carers of young children (early
years) encourage numeracy by looking for opportunities in everyday situations.
Maths at our house - ideas for maths activities at home.
ABC splash - Maths - numeracy and maths resources for families, children and young people.
Learning potential resources - numeracy - ideas, activities, games and videos you can use to
support your child’s numeracy and literacy learning at all ages.
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Ofﬁce hours 8:30am - 4:00pm
Payment/Permission notes
Parents are reminded that payment for school
incursions and excursions need to be handed to the
classroom teacher. Please add your child’s full
name/surname when ﬁlling out the permission notes,
just to ensure correct allocation of payments. You can
also place multiple payments in the one payment
envelope.
Payments can be made by:
Cash - envelope at ofﬁce and given to child’s teacher
EFT/Credit Card - payable at the school ofﬁce
Gates
Parents are reminded the school gates are locked at
9:15am and unlocked at 3:20pm. Our Year 6 students
do their best to ensure these times are adhered to.
We ask parents to please be patient if the monitors
are a couple of minutes late in getting around to
unlocking the gates in the afternoon.
Student drop off and early pick up
Please make sure your child gets to school on time by
8:50am. If students are late you must walk in with
your child and sign in at the kiosk before taking them
to their classroom. It is very disruptive for students
and the classroom when children arrive late. Parents
must also sign students out at the kiosk when leaving
early.

EASTER
RAFFLE
WINNERS
1ST

Adam

7TH

Kevin

2ND

Janaya

8TH

Darcey

3RD

Roy

9TH

Hussian

4TH

Maci

10TH

Kevin

5TH

Joued

11TH

Ali

6TH

Betul
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Change of Details
Please let the ofﬁce know promptly if you have
changed your address, phone numbers, work details
or emergency contact numbers.
Spare Uniform
Please consider putting extra clothes in your child's
bag in case of any accidents that might occur during
the day as we do not supply change of clothes.
Hats & Bags
Hats and Sunsmart: as a ‘SUNSMART SCHOOL’ we
need to ensure we wear hats from the 1st
September to 30 April 2020. Hats are available for
purchase at the ofﬁce for $16.00. LEPS school bags
can also be purchased from the ofﬁce for only
$20.00.
Student Asthma Medication
Students who require Asthma Medication during
school hours need to supply their own individual
Ventolin or Becotide puffers.
Individual Spacers must also be provided for
administering the medication. The items ALL need
to be named and will be stored in the sick bay.
It is a directive from the Department of School
Education that students must supply their own
medication and equipment.
If you require an asthma action plan please see the
ofﬁce staff.

BREAKFAST CLUB
Breakfast Club is open each morning from 8:30 to
9:00 am in the Multipurpose Centre (Hall) foyer. We
provide a FREE breakfast of toast, cereal and fresh
fruit for students and their family. So come along and
enjoy a nourishing breakfast before school begins.
We thank and appreciate the ongoing support from
Foodbank Victoria, Bakers Delight Mernda Village,
Christina Bakery, Semper Dental and FareShare.
Amanda Einsiedel
Breakfast Club Coordinator
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Parent/Guardian Guide to
Accessing Learning Tasks
This year the whole school will be involved in a new reporting system and format which will involve Learning
Tasks. Learning Tasks allow teachers to report on your child’s performance progressively during the semester
instead of at the end of each semester in a formal student report. Parents have access to view completed
learning tasks during terms 1, 2, 3 and 4 for all students.
To make this process easier we have created a Parent/Guardian guide to locating your child’s Learning Tasks.
How to view your child’s Learning Tasks:
To view your child’s Learning Tasks, log on to Compass. If you are unsure of your login details, please contact
the school ofﬁce during school hours on: 9465 4350
From the Compass ‘Home’ screen select the ‘Pencil’ menu option then select ‘Learning Tasks’ from the drop
down menu. (See below)

A list of Learning Tasks will be visible (similar to below). The number and type of Learning Tasks displayed will
vary according to the curriculum areas taught in that semester. The curriculum areas taught in semester 1 are
different to those in semester 2.
To view the details of a learning task click on its title (see below)

The Feedback tab will allow you to see your child’s progress in this area of learning. (See below)

If you have any questions, concerns or feedback about the Learning Tasks, please contact your child’s
classroom teacher, either via phone, email through Compass or make an appointment with the classroom
teacher.
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Lalor East Primary School 23 March 2020
Natalie 0477 177 646
ACE! Tennis has been a hit at OSHC since we started last week. The children have
thoroughly enjoyed playing the game inside and out. We have practiced our serve, our
hitting skills and our SLAMS. I am sure you will see us at the Australian Open in a few
year’s time.
When we haven’t been practicing our tennis skills, the children have enjoyed turning
the OSHC room into a shopping centre, with everything up for sale including sports
equipment and magnetic gadgets. The have enjoyed role play too and dressing up in
their favourite costumes. We have also danced the afternoon away listening to funky
new music. Our singing skills are outstanding.
While we’re sad to see the term finish early, we need to look after each other and make
sure everyone is safe. Take care during the holidays and we look forward to seeing you
all again next term.

39 Cleveland Street, Thomastown 3074
Phone: 9465 4350
www.laloreastps.vic.edu.au

Lalor East Primary School Lalor East Primary School
Lalor East Primary School
NEWSLETTER
NEWSLETTER

NEWSLETTER

About the program
TheirCare provides a stimulating and safe environment for all children and an environment where
children come and enjoy their time in their program. During sessions children develop life skills,
friendships, confidence and creativity through play.

Lalor East Primary School has partnered with TheirCare to provide quality care, flexibility and
commitment to deliver on our promise to your school community.
Operation Times

Fees*

Out of Pocket

Average^

Before School Care

7:00am – 8:45am

$25.00

$9.41 - $25.00

$9.41

After School Care

3:30pm - 6:00pm

$29.00

$6.73 - $29.00

$6.73

Pupil Free Day

7:00am – 6:00pm

$60.00

$9.00 - $60.00

$9.00

Late Booking
Cancellation Fee
Cancellation Fee

Within 48 hours

$5.00

$5.00

Same Day

Full Fee

See BSC/ASC

Service Phone Number: 0477 177 646 Your service coordinator will be available during session times.
TheirCare support is available during office hours if required on 1300 072 410

How to Enrol
Visit TheirCare website: www.theircare.com.au and click on ‘Book Now’ in the top right hand
corner to register your child’s details.
*Standard fees excluding incursion / excursion costs
^Based on ABS published average family income for the suburb the school is located
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LALOR EAST PRIMARY SCHOOL
CAMPS, SPORTS & EXCURSIONS FUND
Dear Parents

Families holding a valid means-tested concession card or temporary foster parents are eligible to apply.
A parent or legal guardian of a student must be an eligible beneficiary of one of these cards:
❏
Veterans Affairs Gold Card
❏
Centrelink Health Care Card
❏
Pensioner Concession Card
OR they must be a temporary foster parent
You only need to complete an application form if any of the following changes have occurred:
❏ new student enrolments; your child has started or changed schools in 2020 or you did not apply in 2019
❏ changed family circumstances; such as a change of custody, change of name, concession card number, or new
siblings commencing at the school in 2020
❏ or if there has been a change in your family circumstances
Payments are made directly to the school and are tied to the student. Most payments start from March onwards. Applications
can be received over term one and two. Payments are for the application year and cannot be claimed for previous years. The
CSEF payment cannot be used towards voluntary school charges, books, stationery, school uniforms, before/after school
care, music lessons, or formals/graduations.
CSEF payments are made to schools from March onwards each year and must be submitted before the last day of term two.
CSEF payments are $125 per year for eligible primary school students.

How to Apply: Contact the school office to obtain a CSEF application form or download from the CSEF website
www.education.vic.gov.au/csef. Application forms are available at the office.
CLOSING DATE: FRIDAY 26 JUNE 2020

Kind regards,
LALOR EAST PRIMARY
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