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UPCOMING EVENTS

Office Hours
8:30am - 4:00pm

Monday 25 May
Curriculum Day

No work assigned to 
students

TheirCare will run a whole 
day program onsite for 

children. Bookings can be 
made via the TheirCare 

website

Tuesday 26 May
Preps, Grade 1s and 2s 
and Grade 2/3 I’a return 

to school

Wednesday 3 June
Grade 3-6 Planning Day

No work assigned to 
students

Monday 8 June
Queen’s Birthday 

Public holiday

Tuesday 9 June
All remaining grade 3-6 

students return to school

2020 TERM DATES
Term 2

14 April - 26 June

Term 3
13 July - 18 Sep

Term 4
5 Oct - 18 Dec

39 Cleveland Street, Thomastown 3074
Phone: 9465 4350 

www.laloreastps.vic.edu.au
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From the Principal

Exciting news
It was wonderful to hear Premier Daniel 
Andrews’ announcement last week that 
schools will reopen for Prep-2 students 
on Tuesday 26 May and Grade 3-6s on 
Tuesday 9 June! This is what we have 
been hoping for and I know I am not 
alone in wanting to see our students 
back at school and into the classrooms 
with their teachers.

. 

During this period, we cannot have 
additional adults on site. Students will 
need to be dropped off at the gate and 
will walk in themselves, use the sanitiser 
and then go straight to their classrooms 
where their teacher will be waiting for 
them.

If you normally enter the school through 
McKimmies Road, I would recommend 
your dropoff/goodbye point is in the plaza 
car park. Please allow the children to 
cross the road under the supervision of 
the crossing supervisor. We will have a 
staff member waiting at the other side to 
escort them into the school grounds.

At the end of the day we will reverse the 
process, releasing a small number of 
students at a time. Parents need to 
confirm a meeting point with their child 
outside the school gates so we don’t 
have too many people gathered around 
the gate.

The students who have been onsite the 
last few weeks have handled this process 
very well. I feel there has been an 
increase in confidence in these students 
and they have valued their new sense of 
independence. 

During recess and lunch times, students 
will have specific places to play in the 
yard to reduce the number of children in 
one space. Students MUST bring a drink 
bottle to school.

The Department of Education has 
ensured that we will have a cleaner onsite 
throughout the day to continue to wipe 
down high use areas. This has included 
wiping down tables when students are at 
play.  We will also have plenty of sanitiser 
in each classroom. Students will be 
reminded about keeping good hygiene by 
washing their hands with soap regularly 
throughout the day.

The last 6 weeks have been tough on 
everyone. I think it is important to 
acknowledge what an incredible job 
everyone has done under really trying 
circumstances. 

I have included important information for 
our families about the steps we will all 
need to take to make returning to school 
a smooth process, while also adhering to 
specific health standards to ensure we 
can all stay safe and healthy.

One of the challenges with starting back 
at school will be clusters of people at 
the start and end of the day. We will 
have specific drop off times for students 
and it is vital that families follow the 
guidelines to ensure we can maintain 
social distancing and keep everyone 
safe. 
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Tuesday 26 May - Stage 1 students return  

Return to school arrangements for: 
● Prep Ms D and Prep Mrs Natalie
● Grades 1/2 Steph/Hari, 1/2 Mrs Hewison/Mr Sharples and 1/2 Kelm 
● 2/3 I’a 
● children of essential workers.

To reduce the congregation of students at entrance gates and in the yard, staggered starts and 
dismissal will be adopted. We ask ALL families to adhere to these arrangements for the safety of all.

Parents will NOT be permitted to accompany their child to class. Parents must wait outside the school 
gates and ensure they maintain appropriate social distancing of 1.5 metres. Please assist us by 
ensuring your arrive at school at the time indicated below.

Beginning of the day arrival times
● 8:45am - A to C surnames 
● 8:55am - D to K surnames
● 9:05am - L to O surnames
● 9:15am - P to Z surnames. 

The gates at Cleveland Street and McKimmies Road will NOT be opened until 8:45am.
Staff will be at each entrance and will provide hand sanitiser for each student.
Students must go directly into their classroom and NOT play in the yard.

End of the day dismissal times
● 3:15pm - A to C surnames
● 3:20pm - D to K surnames 
● 3:25pm - L to O surnames
● 3:30pm - P to Z surnames.

Students will be dismissed at the indicated times and must leave the school grounds straight away. 
Students are not permitted to play on the equipment at this time. 
Please assist us by arriving at school at the correct time to collect your child/ren.
Staff members will be at each exit point to direct children out of the school.

Please speak to your child/ren so they know where to meet each other and then meet you. Please 
arrange meeting points on the Plaza side of the crossing to reduce crowding around the exit gate on 
McKimmies Road.

Students attending Aftercare will remain in their classrooms and dismissed at 3:30pm. The TheirCare 
staff member will escort them down to the Aftercare space.

All children will require a labelled drink bottle as we are not permitted to use the drink taps for 
drinking, only for filling water bottles.

Please check your designated arrival 
time carefully

Please be ready to collect your child at the 
designated time
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Building Update
Work has continued onsite to prepare for our new 
buildings. Late last week, the surveyor was onsite to 
make sure everything is mapped out properly for the 
next stage of building. This week we are expecting the 
screw piles to be dug. What are ‘screw piles’ you may 
well ask? The screw piles are the screws which will 
keep our new building anchored to the ground, so they 
are pretty important.

Offsite, construction has begun on different modules 
which will then be joined together to make our new 
buildings. The modules in the photos will form the 
reception, office and first aid room.

Scott and I have also been working with the 
construction team to finalise our colour selections. 
The feedback from students and staff who have seen 
the new carpet and paint samples has been very 
positive. 

Scott and I have also been working with the designers 
on our new school logo. It is a very different direction 
for us but will reflect the new LEPS with our fantastic 
state of the art buildings. We are hoping to launch our 
new logo at the beginning of term 3.

We have also been working on a refresh of our 
Multi-purpose Centre so that the colours better reflect 
the new colours in our new buildings. Some lucky 3/4 
students had a sneak peak last week when Scott took 
them on a whirlwind tour of the refreshed space via an 
online meeting. There were lots of wows and gasps of 
delight from the students and we can’t wait for them 
to see the new colours once they are back at school.

  

 

Mental Health and Wellbeing
Now that we have return dates for our students it is 
very important for families to start to get back into a 
regular routine so that coming back to school won’t be 
such a big shock for the students. Make sure children 
are going to bed at a set time each night and getting 
up as close to normal time each week day morning.

While being in our pjs is fun, we can’t wear our pjs to 
school! Getting dressed each morning will also give 
children a sense of normality.

I have included a great article from Michael Grose with 
some great strategies to get us through the next few 
weeks. We have done some remarkable work so far 
but our work is not done yet!

A lot of work will be done with students when they 
return to re-establish routines and get students back 
into the groove of being back at school. Our families 
will also play an important part in ensuring students 
smoothly transition back to school.

Belated Mothers’ Day Greetings
I hope all the mothers in our community had a 
wonderful Mothers’ Day even though it was probably 
very different to any others you have had. Sadly, for 
the first time for as long as i can remember, we 
weren’t able to hold our popular Mothers’ Day stall or 
raffle. I know many mothers look forward to seeing 
what their little cherubs purchase for them from the 
stall and it is always a bonus if you are lucky enough 
to win a prize in the raffle.

 

The truth is, while Mother’s Day is one specific day 
in the calendar, we should show our mother we love 
her every day of the year and say thank you for all 
the things she does to care for us.

Linda Richards
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Construction on 
our new school 

buildings at 
Rendine in 

Geelong
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Expect more from kids in these difficult times 
 by Michael Grose

Studies show that parent expectations are a powerful predictor of student success and wellbeing. 
As children are required to spend more time at home over the coming months, your expectations 
about your children’s behaviour and performance are more critical than ever.

While there may be a temptation to shield children and young people from hardship during the 
current COVID-19 pandemic, this is unrealistic and out of step with current societal norms. Every 
segment of the community including children and young people is expected to both give something 
up and contribute more during the pandemic.

The greatest contribution kids can make is to help their family function as effectively as possible, 
look out for the wellbeing of family members and peers (using appropriate social distancing 
measures) and to quickly adapt to the new learning requirements from school.

As a parent you should expect your child or young person to:

Help at home
More time spent at home means more mess, more untidiness and more food to prepare. It’s 
reasonable to expect kids to clean up after themselves, sweep floors, wipe benches, wash dishes 
or empty dishwashers and also contribute in age appropriate ways to meal preparation. Consider 
using a weekly jobs roster for the larger tasks and avoid linking pocket money to jobs. Linking help 
around the house to pocket money teaches children to think “what’s in it for me?” rather than “how 
can I help my family out?”

Behave well
The default question for kids when living in close quarters with others should be, “How does my 
behaviour impact on others?” If their behaviour impacts adversely on the rights and wellbeing of 
others, then it’s not an appropriate behaviour. A child who continually makes a noise while in close 
proximity to a sibling who is studying is showing little consideration. As much as possible skill kids 
up to resolve relationship problems with their siblings so that you’re not continually policing their 
behaviour.
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Expect more from kids in these difficult times continued . . . .

Look out for others
Encourage children to look after the wellbeing of fellow family members. Using age appropriate 
language, help children understand the signs of deteriorating mental health including sullenness, 
moodiness, spending more time alone, shortness of temper and dropping out of family activities. 
Encourage children to act with empathy and kindness when family members are struggling and 
discuss ways that they can help including giving them space, listening and having fun at appropriate 
times. By helping children to look out for the needs of others, you are also helping them to build 
skills in expressing the full range of their own emotions.

Stick to schedules
The use of structures and routines are an essential element of family functioning, particularly during 
times of change. It’s advisable to make your family schedules mirror the schedules established by 
your child’s school. Expect children and young people to stick to the established schedules without 
taking short cuts,  arriving late or finishing early for online lessons. Differentiate the week by 
relaxing the schedule on weekends, which gives kids something to look forward to.

Show up for lessons
Expect kids to show up for school lessons with the right attitude, equipment and clothes. Wearing 
clothes specifically for school work helps to trigger their readiness for learning, and differentiates 
school time from leisure time.

Display discipline
Time spent at home requires children to self-regulate and be disciplined. I suspect that those 
children who do best in this time of self-isolation will be students who discipline themselves to 
exercise regularly, limit their use of digital devices, develop a sleep preparation routine, stick to 
school work routines and practise mindfulness regularly.

Expectations can be tricky to get right. Too high and children can give up. Too low and children will 
meet them. In these challenging times when more is asked of all of us, err on the side of the side of 
keeping your expectations high for your kids. They’ll more than likely rise to the new challenges that 
social distancing measures require of them, building their confidence, character and resilience.
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Kardia 3/4 A

Olivia 3/4 A

3/4 A & B Marvelous
 Maths

Fantastic 3/4 A & B were given a challenge to use the numbers 1-9 to make 3 
different equations. Have a look at what they did!

Bella 3/4 B

Cody 3/4 A
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Olivia 3/4 A

3/4 A & B 

Wonderful 
Writing

Cody 3/4 A

Joued 3/4 A



Lalor East Primary School                                                                     NEWSLETTERLalor East Primary School                                                                     NEWSLETTER

39 Cleveland Street, Thomastown 3074
Phone: 9465 4350 

www.laloreastps.vic.edu.au

39 Cleveland Street, Thomastown 3074
Phone: 9465 4350 

www.laloreastps.vic.edu.au

Rhea 12B - Summary of Peggy 
by Anna Walker.

Devin 12B - Writing Strategies

Finn 12B - Subtraction Number Stories

Omar 12B - Subtraction 
using unifix

Rayanna 12B - Rainbow Similes

Jack 12B - 
Art Challenge

WELL DONE!
Here is just a small sample of the awesome work done 

by 12B while working from home.
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Fantastic Work!
It is nearly time for the Preps to go back to school. Have a 

look at some of their wonderful clocks.

Sienna Elias Ian

Sasha
Elizabeth

Lana

Susana

Johnson



Lalor East Primary School                                                                     NEWSLETTERLalor East Primary School                                                                     NEWSLETTER

39 Cleveland Street, Thomastown 3074
Phone: 9465 4350 

www.laloreastps.vic.edu.au

39 Cleveland Street, Thomastown 3074
Phone: 9465 4350 

www.laloreastps.vic.edu.au



Lalor East Primary School                                                                     NEWSLETTERLalor East Primary School                                                                     NEWSLETTER

39 Cleveland Street, Thomastown 3074
Phone: 9465 4350 

www.laloreastps.vic.edu.au

39 Cleveland Street, Thomastown 3074
Phone: 9465 4350 

www.laloreastps.vic.edu.au

NUMERACY @ Home
Numeracy is necessary for everyday living. From daily activities like telling the time, cooking and 
setting the table to more difficult tasks such as understanding mobile phone plans, planning a trip, 
reading a map and understanding timetables. As your child’s first teacher, you play an important role in 
helping develop their numeracy skills from an early age. The following are some resources to use at 
different stages of numeracy development.

Resources for parents
Numeracy guide: numeracy at home
This interactive online guide:

● explains the difference between numeracy and mathematics
● helps your child to learn numeracy and mathematics at home
● identifies and talks about some common myths about maths
● suggests helpful activities you can do with your child.

There are also a range of fun activities that you can try together based on your child’s interests and 
experiences: 

● Birth to Level 2 suggestions for children up to about 8 years of age, including activities for 
cooking, travelling, reading, shopping and exploring.

● Levels 3 - 8 suggestions for children and early adolescents including numeracy in the kitchen, 
travelling, reading, shopping, our neighbourhood, games and sports.

● Levels 9 and 10 activities for young people including exploring sustainability, healthy living, 
shopping, home improvements, gardening, travel and natural phenomena.

Additional resources, activities and supports
● FUSE numeracy resources - a collection of informative and engaging online educational 

resources to support numeracy and mathematics development.
● Literacy and numeracy tips to help your child every day (pdf - 4.17mb) - tips to show families 

and carers how they can help children develop the skills they need throughout primary school.
● Numeracy @HOME - activities, tips, and information to support young children's maths learning 

in everyday activities.
● Made by maths app - real world mathematics - (created by the Mathematical Association of 

Victoria)  - explores the mathematical beauty of key landmarks, structures and architecture in 
Melbourne.

● Numeracy – families working it out together - helps families and carers of young children (early 
years) encourage numeracy by looking for opportunities in everyday situations.

● Maths at our house - ideas for maths activities at home.
● ABC splash - Maths - numeracy and maths resources for families, children and young people.
● Learning potential resources - numeracy - ideas, activities, games and videos you can use to 

support your child’s numeracy and literacy learning at all ages.

http://numeracyguidedet.global2.vic.edu.au/numeracy-at-home/
https://numeracyguidedet.global2.vic.edu.au/numeracy-at-home-birth-to-level-2/
https://numeracyguidedet.global2.vic.edu.au/support-at-home-level-3-8/
https://numeracyguidedet.global2.vic.edu.au/support-at-home-level-9-10/
http://fuse.education.vic.gov.au/pages/numeracyresources
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/school/teachers/teachingresources/discipline/english/literacy/LiteracyandNumeracyTipstoHelpYourChild_Final.pdf
https://www.numeracyathome.com/
https://mav.vic.edu.au/resources/made-by-maths-app.html
https://mav.vic.edu.au/resources/made-by-maths-app.html
http://wgps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/numeracy_families_working_it_out_together_early_primary.pdf
https://nzmaths.co.nz/maths-our-house
http://education.abc.net.au/home#%21/games/-/mathematics/all/all
https://www.learningpotential.gov.au/age-group/primary-school
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Lalor East Primary School 

Natalie 0477 177 646

OSHC will be open on Monday, 25 May, to accommodate a pupil free day at school. Woohoo! I 
am excited and thrilled! OSHC will be open from 7am all the way to 6pm for your convenience. 
We will have arts and crafts, OSHC made snacks and lots of fun. All the children need to bring is 
themselves, and food for recess and lunch. If you are interested, please register your child/ren 
through the TheirCare website  https://theircare.com.au/, you can always visit the OSHC room 
to have a chat with Natalie (the amazing coordinator) too.

The children at OSHC have been super excited about shops. Yes shops! The have created their 
own Op Shop, Lego Shop, Café and my favourite, a frozen yoghurt stand with different 
flavourings. The children have turned the room upside down using all our cool new home corner 
toys and using their imagination with paper and other goodies in the room. It’s been wonderful 
to see the children have fun, learn about money and business, and be fully engrossed in their 
role play and creativity.

Our chef hats have been very busy too. We have cooked up delicious apple and cinnamon 
muffins, banana muffins (which weren’t our best- sorry parents), multi-coloured pancakes, 
Natalie’s Special Fried Rice and our new addition quesadillas. Yum! We were very impressed 
with these cheesy delights.

I

https://theircare.com.au/
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About the program
TheirCare provides a stimulating and safe environment for all children and an environment where 
children come and enjoy their time in their program. During sessions children develop life skills, 
friendships, confidence and creativity through play.

 
Lalor East Primary School has partnered with TheirCare to provide quality care, flexibility and 
commitment to deliver on our promise to your school community.

Operation Times       Fees* Out of Pocket Average^
Before School Care 7:00am – 8:45am $25.00 $9.41 - $25.00 $9.41

After School Care 3:30pm - 6:00pm $29.00 $6.73 - $29.00 $6.73

Pupil Free Day 7:00am – 6:00pm $60.00 $9.00 - $60.00 $9.00

Late Booking Within 48 hours $5.00 $5.00
Cancellation Fee                                                                                                                            
Cancellation Fee Same Day Full Fee See BSC/ASC

Service Phone Number: 0477 177 646 Your service coordinator will be available during session times. 
TheirCare support is available during office hours if required on 1300 072 410

How to Enrol
Visit TheirCare website: www.theircare.com.au and click on ‘Book Now’ in the top right hand 
corner to register your child’s details.

 
*Standard fees excluding incursion / excursion costs
^Based on ABS published average family income for the suburb the school is located

 

 

http://www.theircare.com.au/
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LALOR EAST PRIMARY SCHOOL
CAMPS, SPORTS & EXCURSIONS FUND

Dear Parents

Families holding a valid means-tested concession card or temporary foster parents are eligible to apply. 
 
A parent or legal guardian of a student must be an eligible beneficiary of one of these cards:
❏   Veterans Affairs Gold Card
❏   Centrelink Health Care Card
❏   Pensioner Concession Card

OR they must be a temporary foster parent
 
You only need to complete an application form if any of the following changes have occurred:
❏  new student enrolments; your child has started or changed schools in 2020 or you did not apply in 2019
❏ changed family circumstances; such as a change of custody, change of name, concession card number, or new   

siblings commencing at the school in 2020  
❏  or if there has been a change in your family circumstances

 
Payments are made directly to the school and are tied to the student.  Most payments start from March onwards. Applications 
can be received over term one and two.  Payments are for the application year and cannot be claimed for previous years.  The 
CSEF payment cannot be used towards voluntary school charges, books, stationery, school uniforms, before/after school 
care, music lessons, or formals/graduations.
 
CSEF payments are made to schools from March onwards each year and must be submitted before the last day of term two.  
CSEF payments are $125 per year for eligible primary school students.
 
 
How to Apply: Contact the school office to obtain a CSEF application form or download from the CSEF website 
www.education.vic.gov.au/csef. Application forms are available at the office.
 
CLOSING DATE: FRIDAY 26 JUNE 2020
 
 
Kind regards,
LALOR EAST PRIMARY SCHOOL


