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Upcoming Events

Friday 11 February
Vaccination Clinic open 3-4pm
Bookings essential

Monday 15 February
Vaccination Clinic open 3-4pm
Bookings essential

Thursday 17 February
Grade 5-6 Leaders Training

Friday 18 February
Vaccination Clinic open 3-4pm
Bookings essential

Monday 28 February - Wednesday 2 March
Grade 5/6 Portsea Camp

Saturday 26 March
LEPS 50th Birthday Celebration

Office Hours
Monday to Friday from 8:30am–4:00pm

Early Pick up
Please call the office prior to arrival to assist
with a quicker collection of your child/children.

2022 Term Dates
Term 1: 31 January - 8 April
Term 2: 26 April - 24 June
Term 3: 11 July - 16 September
Term 4: 3 October - 20 December

Welcome Back!
It was incredible to be able to welcome our
students back to school on Monday 31 January.
So many happy faces waiting patiently at the
gate to come in and see their friends and start a
new year of learning.

It was also wonderful to be able to welcome our
new preps and their families for the first time as
they took their first ‘big school person’ steps into
their new classrooms and around the school.

I want to commend the parents and families for
the very positive start we have had to the year.
Clearly you have had lots of positive
conversations with your children over the break
which is why they have returned to school in
such a positive way. Well done to you all!

Congratulations to our students on their efforts
in the last week. All staff have been impressed
with the way students have worked and behaved
in our first week of the term. If we can continue
this throughout the term, 2022 is going to be a
sensational year!

2022 Student Leaders
On Monday we presented the next group of
leaders with their badges. Sadly we were unable
to do this face to face and invite our families as
we are not currently able to hold face-to-face
assemblies at this time. Congratulations to the
following students on their 2022 Leadership role:

Junior School Council: Jana, Koray, Clement,
Milos, Liam, Jayden, Alanah, Blake, Saida, Ivy,
Winston. Louis and Hasan.



Cyber Action Team: Sofia, Alice, Greta, Nisha,
Devin, Tushaar, Ruby, Cody, Julian, Blake, Eldi,
Zeinab, Jina and Avi.

House Captains:
Blue: Aydin and Aymen
Red: Chevelle and Jeremy
Green: Jayden and Riley
Yellow: Eliand Kardia

We are looking forward to working with all the
leaders during 2022. I know some leaders
already have some wonderful new ideas about
how to improve our school.

We will be presenting the remaining leaders,
Library, Gardening Club and Student Wellbeing,
with their badges at next week’s assembly.

Rapid Antigen Tests (RATS)
Thank you to our families for supporting their
children to complete the surveillance testing
using the RATs. I know this is a big imposition for
everyone, but if it means we can keep on top of
positive cases and not all have to keep isolating
for seven days every time someone tests
positive, we should be able to increase the
number of days we spend face-to-face in 2022
rather than having to work remotely.

As I am sure many of you know, the current
COVID virus spreads very quickly but by doing
regular testing we can reduce the spread.

We are asking our students to test each Monday
and Wednesday morning before coming to
school. If the test is negative no further action is
required. If the test is positive, you need to
inform the school and your child needs to isolate
at home for seven days.

We will be providing families with their second
box of RATs towards the end of next week. A
message will be sent out via Compass asking
families to collect the RATs from the school.

We appreciate everyone's cooperation with the
collection of the RATs. We all know they are hard
to acquire, so we need to ensure we do not lose
any.

Masks
Students in Grades
3-6 are required to
wear masks while in
the classroom
unless they have a
medical exemption.

We also encourage students in P-2 to wear
masks to help boost their protection from COVID
while around others.

We ask families to please provide a mask for
your child each day. While we do have a small
supply of masks for emergency situations, some
children are coming to the office each day for a
mask. Children generally feel happier when they
can show their personality by wearing a mask in
their favourite colour or character and love the
comments they get from friends and staff.

Mini Vaccination Hub
Lalor East has been selected to be a mini
vaccination hub for the students at our school.
Families can elect to have their child’s
vaccination completed at the school. Next week, I
am meeting with the pharmacist who will be
coordinating the vaccinations for our school and
will share further details once they are finalised.

Families will be able to use a special LEPS portal
to make a booking for their child to receive their
vaccination. Families can also select to have their
booster shot administered at the school saving
you the bother of having to go to another
location. Appointment times will be available
after school hours on 2-3 nights over 2-3 weeks
in the next few weeks.

Hopefully, many of our families will take up this
offer and we can improve the vaccination rates
of the children in our community. Rates are
currently sitting well below 50%. A lot has been
written by anti vaxers about vaccinations for
children. I am sure there were many who didn’t
believe we should have been vaccinated against
Polio and Measles many years ago. Fortunately
the introduction of these vaccinations has seen
many of these illness/diseases eradicated from
our communities. Vaccinations may not prevent
us from getting COVID, but they do reduce the



severity of the illness. I can certainly attest to this
after contracting COVID during the holiday
break. My symptoms were thankfully quite mild,
much like a regular cold and I recovered quite
quickly. I know others who have not been
vaccinated have sadly had very different COVID
experiences.

School Uniform

It has been wonderful to see so many of our
students in their beautiful new school uniform.
Can I please remind our families to check the
uniform policy on our website to ensure your
children are wearing the correct uniform.

This is the second year of the roll out of our new
uniform and the phasing out of the previous
dark green uniform. This means our new preps
and any new students at other year levels should
be wearing the new uniform available at LOWES.
While the green tops and pants are widely
available at Target, BigW and KMart, they are no
longer our uniform and should not be
purchased. If you are having financial difficulty
purchasing the new uniform please contact the
school and we can find ways to support you.
Families with a Health Card are eligible for
support through State Schools Relief.

The uniform consists of the official:
● teal polo
● bomber jacket
● black and white checked dress
● black broad brimmed hat.

The track pants and shorts can also be
purchased at LOWES.

Samples of the uniform are on display in the
foyer near the office if you are unsure what our

uniform looks like. The helpful staff at LOWES
Plenty Valley will also be able to assist you to
ensure your child is wearing the correct uniform.

Drink Bottles
The weather has been quite warm since we
returned to school. We ask that parents provide
a drink bottle for their child to use while at
school so they can sip water throughout the day.
Being able to sip water helps to keep our brain
and body working properly.

Sugary drinks should not be put in drink bottles
as these drinks are not good for our
concentration and attract ants and other insects
not our classrooms.

CCTV System
Lalor East uses a closed-circuit television (CCTV)
system at our school. Our school has an
obligation to ensure the school environment is
safe and secure, and fulfil our duty of care to
students, staff and visitors. The CCTV system
assists our school to fulfil these obligations and
to prevent and manage other inappropriate
behaviour on school grounds. CCTV will also
provide enhanced capability to protect our
school’s assets against vandalism and theft.

We follow the Department of Education and
Training policy requirements for the design,
installation, management and use of the CCTV
systems. You can also view the CCTV Privacy
Notice on our school website with more
information about our school’s use of CCTV.

Privacy Policy
Our school collects, uses, discloses and stores
student and parent personal information for
standard school functions or where permitted by
law, as stated in the Schools’ Privacy Policy.

Please take time to remind yourself of our
school’s collection notice, found on our website.

For more information about privacy, refer to:
Schools’ Privacy Policy — information for
parents. This information is also available in nine
community languages.



Insurance + Ambulance Cover
A reminder to families to please ensure your
Ambulance Cover is up to date. If your child is
injured at school and an ambulance needs to be
called the cost can be nearly $2000 if you do not
have ambulance insurance. A family
membership is only $98.15 for a year. We hope
you never need to use it, but it is a lot cheaper
finding the money for this than $2000 if your
child needs to go to hospital in an ambulance.

Sign up today at:
https://www.ambulance.vic.gov.au/members
hip/

Families may also want to consider insurance for
their child in case of an accident at school as
broken arms or ankles are not covered by the
school.

Mobile Phones - Hand in at office
A reminder that students must hand in their
mobile phone at the office first thing in the
morning and then collect it at the end of the day.
Students are not permitted to have phones in
the classroom and should not leave them in their
bags.

In the past, phones have gone missing from bags
and the school will not be responsible for the
cost of replacing these in line with DET Policy and
Guidelines. Our Mobile Phone Policy can be
accessed via our website.

Gardening Gurus
Our students were very
excited when they
returned to find the
beautiful sunflowers they
had planted were in
bloom. They have been
quite fascinated by the
sunflowers this week and
love looking at them and
measuring themselves
against the different
flowers. Don’t be surprised if your child asks to
grow sunflowers at home!

Well done to the watering crew, Hannah,
Amanda, Paul, Nat and Gloria who kept our

plants watered during the long hot weeks we
were away from the school.

IT’S OUR BIRTHDAY!!
It is 50 years since LEPS first opened its doors.
Thousands of children have been through the
doors since then.

We are celebrating our special ‘0’ birthday with a
community event on Saturday 26 March from
11:30am to 3:00pm.

We have lots of fun activities planned for the day
and lots of yummy food available for purchase.

Please register to join us on the day by booking a
FREE ticket at:

https://compasstix.com/e/fcr56987bw

Flyers were sent home last week so families can
purchase a leaf, butterfly or apple to go on our
special 50th Birthday Commemorative Tree.

You can include a message on your leaf, butterfly
or apple and this will be added to the tree to
show you are part of our family. I can’t wait to
see all the beautiful leaves, butterflies and
apples added to our tree and they will serve as a
lasting memento of your time at LEPS.

A copy of the order flyer is included with this
week’s Jumbunna in case you missed the one
from last week. Please note, each flyer is only
good for one order. If you are making multiple
orders, you will need more than one flyer so you
can include the artwork for your design.

Linda Richards

https://www.ambulance.vic.gov.au/membership/
https://www.ambulance.vic.gov.au/membership/
https://compasstix.com/e/fcr56987bw


Office News (Office hours 8:30am - 4:00pm)

Change of Details

Please let the office know promptly if you have
changed your address, phone numbers, work details
or emergency contact numbers.

Spare Uniform

Please consider putting extra clothes in your child’s
bag in case of any accidents that might occur during
the day as we do not supply a change of clothes.

Hats

As a ‘SUNSMART SCHOOL’ we need to
ensure we wear hats from the middle
of August until 30 April. The new
black hats are available at LOWES for
$24.50.

Student Asthma Medication
It is a directive from the Department of Education that
students must supply their own medication and
equipment if they suffer from Asthma. Students who
require Asthma Medication during school hours need
to supply their own individual Ventolin or Becotide
puffers.

Individual Spacers must also be provided for
administering the medication. The items ALL need to
be named and will be stored in the sick bay.

If you require an asthma action plan please see the
office staff.

Breakfast Club
Breakfast Club is back!

Breakfast Club operates each school morning in the
MPC. Students are able to receive a FREE breakfast of
toast, cereal, milk and fruit before they begin their
busy day of learning.

Breakfast Club wishes to acknowledge the kind
support from Bakers Delight-Mernda Village, Christina
Bakery and Foodbank Victoria.

Congratulations to the following students
and classes who were awarded certificates on
7 February:

3/4B Jack 4/5A Whole Class

6A Mya 5A Whole Class

6B Hassan 6A Whole Class

6B Whole Class

All Preps



Ground Works Over the Holiday Break

Keeping a school in tip top shape can be challenging when there are so many people using the space.
Even though our buildings are fairly new, there were still projects we needed to complete to improve
access and to improve the play spaces for the students. These are some of the projects we tackled over
the Christmas holiday period:

New signs were installed on the buildings to make
it easier for visitors to find their way around.

My personal favourite is the circular sign at the
front of the school.

This was a perfect spot to capture memories of
the preps’ first day at school.

New paths were created to improve access from the front gate on Cleveland Street into the school and
from the Octane Building to the play spaces. The new paths are making life easier for everyone!

Line marking was
completed to create five bat

tennis courts and a
basketball key. The students
had been missing these play
spaces since our buildings

were demolished. It is
wonderful we have been able

to reinstate them and they
have been well used in the

last 10 days.

The arborist trimmed the trees which were damaged during the storms last year and removed some
dying/rotten trees to reduce future hazards.

Painting and rendering of the Smith Family Office building in our new building colours was also
completed so this building looks far more modern and appealing than the cream bricks from the 70s!. I
can not wait to see the installation of our ‘Family Tree’ on the rendered surface facing into the school
grounds.







Lalor East Primary School 2022 Natalie 0477 177 646

Welcome back!

Lalor East Primary school has an amazing outside school hours care provider called TheirCare.
Their motto is to include the needs, interests and learning development of all children in the
service and to ensure all children and their families have a sense of belonging. They have made
the payment simpler for you with no hierarchy and an easy booking system to include
permanent and casual bookings. All children can be included at the service at any time.

Theircare operate from before school from 7am to 8:45am and straight after school from
3:30pm to 6pm. For all the wonderful prep children who come to the service, they are walked to
their line up in the morning and picked up from their classroom in the afternoon.

In the morning, the children are served delicious breakfast including pancakes, and in the
afternoon we always have a fruit platter and yummy snacks. This can include fried rice, pasta,
chicken noodles and other goodies. We often make our own snacks too.

The children at TheirCare are encouraged to do arts and crafts, go outside to play games, sports
and enjoy the playground and cook up delicious treats.

This week, we are focused on all the children’s favourite activities (provided by their brilliant
parents). There will be construction, nature walks, charm jewelry, puzzles, clay modeling, games
outside and in, Lego, and so much more.

We will be hosting a fabulous afternoon picnic this term. Keep an eye out for further details, we
can't wait!

If you are interested in booking your child/children into our fabulous service, please visit
https://theircare.com.au/ or call 1300 072 410.

You can even contact Natalie directly on 0477 177 646 or email laloreast@theircare.com.au. We
will be happy to talk to you about the service and program.

https://theircare.com.au/
https://theircare.com.au/
https://www.google.com/search?q=theircare.comau&rlz=1C1GCEA_enAU875AU875&oq=theircare.comau&aqs=chrome..69i57.3040j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on#
mailto:laloreast@theircare.com.au


About the program
TheirCare provides a stimulating and safe environment for all children and an environment where
children come and enjoy their time in their program. During sessions children develop life skills,
friendships, confidence and creativity through play.

Lalor East Primary School has partnered with TheirCare to provide quality care, flexibility and
commitment to deliver on our promise to your school community.

Operation Times Fees* Out of Pocket Average^
Before School Care 7:00am – 8:45am $25.95 $10.08 - $25.95 $9.41

After School Care 3:30pm - 6:00pm $30.10 $7.43 - $30.10 $7.43

Pupil Free Day 7:00am – 6:00pm $62.28 $9.34 - $62.28 $9.34

Late Booking Within 48 hours $5.00 $5.00
Cancellation Fee
Cancellation Fee Same Day Full Fee See BSC/ASC

Service Phone Number: 0477 177 646 Your service coordinator will be available during session times. TheirCare
support is available during office hours if required on 1300 072 410

How to Enrol
Visit TheirCare website: www.theircare.com.au and click on ‘Book Now’ in the top right hand corner to
register your child’s details.

*Standard fees excluding incursion / excursion costs
^Based on ABS published average family income for the suburb the school is located

http://www.theircare.com.au/

